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EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, HK, CH 

SUBJECT: AVIATION LINKS BETWEEN HONG KONG AND CANTON 

1 . THREE OFFICIALS OF THE HONG KONG CIVIL AVIATION 
DEPARTMENT ARE PLANNING TO VISIT CANTON ON MARCH 28 FOR 
DISCUSSIONS ON ESTABLISHING AN AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL 
TELE-PRINTER LINK BETWEEN HONG KONG'S KAI TAK AIRPORT 
AND CANTON'S WHITE CLOUD. THE MEETING IS BEING HELD 

AT CANTON S REQUEST. 

2. THE CHINESE REQUEST WAS MADE IN A LETTER TO HONG 
KONG'S DIRECTOR OF CIVIL AVIATION. ADDRESSED TO HIM 
AT THE AIRPORT'S OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT. THIS IS THE 
SAME FORM USED IN 1966 AND ALLOWS THE CHINESE TO 

AVOID FORMALLY COMMUNICATING WITH THE HKG DIRECTOR OF 
CIVIL AVIATION WHO IS, OF COURSE, NOT A CHINESE 
OFFICIAL. THIS IS ONE OF THE MINOR WAYS THE PRC GETS 
AROUND OFFICIALLY "RECOGNIZING 1 ' BRITISH CONTROL OF 
HONG KONG WHILE CONTINUING TO HAVE CLOSE WORKING 
RELATIONS. 
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